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Bible Trek 2 
 

The Old Testament:  

 Written within a 2000-year period with 25 different authors in two languages yet it fits 
perfectly. 

 The order of the books of the Old Testament is not inspired!  It was put together due to 
convenience, how often they were referred to (based on the size of the scrolls) not their 
consecutive order. 

 

 
 

Note it says “one of the most notable land transactions in history”. 

So we see that what we are going to look at tonight started 4,000 years ago 
yet is totally contemporary to us today!  

  
Don’t believe  it….Watch the news tonight! 
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THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT-  

 
 The agreement with Abraham forms the foundation of the Bible.   
 Up to this point ALL people on earth were Gentiles, but God is going to create a new 

people called Israelites or Jews. 
 

 
 
 
 
 Abraham obeys God and WALKS from Kuwait to Northern Israel, stays 20 years with his 

wife Sarai and Cousin Lot (of Sodom and Gomorrah fame).   
 Then Gods calls him again and gives him an offer of a contract. 
 
WHAT IS A COVENANT?   IT IS A CONTRACT! 
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Abram became born again – He believes God in an impossible situation.  HE believes 
that the Messiah – Special Blessings is going to be through him! 
 
 Note: The same applies to you and I – We cannot make ourselves acceptable to God so 

we must rely on God in our own impossible situation. 
 Which is: We cannot be good enough to get to heaven…  therefore, we have to ALSO 

believe in the same Messiah. 
 
Q. Was Abram religious before?     
 Yes (he walked with God and moved to another country for God) But at this point he 

placed his whole future in God's hand!!   
 This is when God declares that he is righteous or had a relationship with him.   
 We (from a human perspective) would have said it is long before…shows you how far 

off we would be in our assessment. 
 
In VS. 8 Abraham asks God for a "sign” they then set up a contract (there were no word 
processors then). 
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An agreement in those days said :  (vs. 9) 
 
 There are two halves of the agreement (signified by the split animals). 
 If one of us reneges on this deal he will end up like these split animals. 
 They walk between them together to signify their understanding and agreement of the 

covenant/contract. 
 IF you did a contract this way it is doubtful you would get sellers amnesia at a later date! 

 
However... Abram falls asleep and God shows Abram in his dream that he 
walked through the animals alone. 
 

 
 

Very important!! 

 
 THIS MAKES THE COVENANT/CONTACT: ETERNAL, LITERAL AND 

UNCONDITIONAL!! 
 
 Many times in the Old Testament you hear  God say "If my people will... I will..."   
 

VERY IMPORTANT! THIS COVENANT IS NOT DEPENDENT ON ISRAEL’S 
OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW. 

 
Here in  the Old Testament (OT) (or Old Covenant)  
 
 We see God giving us a real life illustration in the OT of his plan of salvation.   
 This future people – Jews , coming from the descendants of Abraham will be saved 

by....GOD!   
 This contract is not dependent on Abraham’s “performance”, it is dependent on 

God to make it happen.  
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In the New Testament (or New Covenant) (note: this is why it is called "NEW") 
 
 Our contract of salvation is not dependent on our “performance”, it is also 

dependent on God to make it happen.   Jesus did not walk through the crosses; he 
hung on one.   

 
 His action is what saves us - not ours.  However, this action requires that we accept 

it. 
 

A QUICK JUMP TO THE NEW TESTAMENT: 
 

 Jesus is  speaking to his disciples of the end of the age (I believe our time) and Jesus 
himself says regarding his followers/Christians: 

 
 

Q. In this passage, Who is responsible to keep them from being "snatched out of 
his hand"?  

 
GOD (JUST AS IN THE OT).   The covenants are then for GOD TO FULFILL 
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Let's fix God's problem:  

 Sara gave her chief maid to be the mother of the heir.  This was right in local culture...but 
not part of God's plan.   

 Sara blames GOD.   
 Abraham listens to Sara (like Adam and EVE?). 
 
 The result. ISHMAEL!  
 
 Sarai & Hagar begin to hate each other and Sarai drives Hagar out of the camp.... 
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HAGAR is promised by; THE Angel of the Lord, (VS. AN Angel of the Lord), a 
physical manifestation of God- not a created angel...  

 
 This was actually Jesus before he was born of Mary.  How do we know that ? 
 
In a later passage.... 
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Jesus “THE ANGEL OF THE LORD” appears 50 times in 49 verses of the Old 
Testament.! 

 
In a verse that specifically talks about the end times – the future still to us, God 
says: 

  
 

  

 
 This is why they use beheading! 
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Here is EXACTLY what God says regarding his covenant with Abraham’s offspring.... 
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 The covenant is with Isaac NOT Ishmael! 
 

  
 
 
 
 Abraham is now 99 years old (Is GOD patient...what is God's timetable AS 

COMPARED TO OURS?)  
 
 
 In GEN 17:10  God introduces the rite of circumcision  (a permanent sign). 
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 At Each Jewish Young Boys Circumcision they remember...  LSD!!!  A covenant 

instituted by BLOOD! 
 

 This is a permanent sign that God will keep his promise!!  
  
 Gen 21   God delivers!  He always does!!!  At the appointed time 
 

  

 

What is 
this a sign 
of ? 
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 What are the odds of knowing this 5,000 years ago???    
 
 God knew! 
 
Now let’s fast forward to Genesis 22... 

  
 
 Note: It is not "Take your son, your only son, Ishmael”,  it is "Take your son, 

your only son, Isaac”. 
 

GOD CHOOSES THE PLACE!  THE REGION OF MORIAH .   

Q WHERE IS  MORIAH??  

 
 Jerusalem – pre-population It is the exact spot of Solomon's temple and the Islamic 

Dome of the Rock.  
 These sites exist along with the rock that Abraham was to sacrifice Isaac on.  
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God presents a problem that only he could solve! 
 
 
 This is the supreme test of faith.  After waiting for 35 years for a son...The old Abraham 

would not have obeyed, the new does!  Why?  
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Abraham  has allowed God to work in his life and has found that God is 
faithful... 
 
 Even though Abraham does not understand the WHY of  God’s plan,  
 He understands that regardless off what the present seems like…   
 God’s plan has been proven in the past to be  better than Abraham’s. 
 
You can bet that Abraham did not: 
 
 Feel like sacrificing his son. 
 Was afraid of  sacrificing his son. 
 Thought God was probably crazy....at least for the moment. 
 
 But Abraham CHOSE not to follow his feelings,  but to follow God.   
 
 You cannot trust your feelings    EXAMPLE:  Scary Movie!Q. Why did God test 

Abraham?   

Q. Why did God test Abraham?   

 
 

 

 
 
 He is ONE ON ONE with Abraham!  Will you NOT rebel but obey me.   
 
 I am God -  I DO have your best interest at heart 
 
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT: 
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ABRAHAM SAYS:    
 
“GOD...I DON'T KNOW HOW YOU ARE GOING TO GET OUT OF THIS PROBLEM 
BUT...IT'S UP TO YOU". 

 

 Abraham literally believed that God would raise Isaac back from the dead  

 

WHY?  
 
Because the Abrahamic Covenant was dependent on Isaac living. 
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 In Gen 22:6 Isaac is 13 years old- he knew what was to happen. 
 A couple of well-placed kicks and OLE Abe would be out of the Picture YET.... Isaac 

willingly obeys his father’s command, puts the wood on his back and places himself on 
the alter to be offered as a sacrifice. 

  

    
 
 

Which is also a picture of what God set out to do from the beginning.   

 On this spot, 2,000 years later Jesus Christ is the substitute sacrifice for you and me. 
 

 The sacrifice...Is played out over and over again in the bible... 
 

 THE PENALTY OF SIN ACCORDING TO GOD IS DEATH!  AND HE PAID IT.....  FOR 
YOU AND ME.   

 
  
OUR ASSURANCE THAT GOD WILL KEEP HIS PROMISE OF SALVATION IS THAT 
THE CONTRACT IS SEALED IN JESUS BLOOD. 
God produced through a miracle birth... 
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 Isaac, the firstborn of a NEW NATION - Jews. 
 
2,000 years later, through another miracle  birth,   
 God would create a new nation of believers-Christians that continues on to this day. 
 The Jewish nation would exist and then eventually be disbursed throughout 

the world (but never assimilated) after the Diaspora of Rome. 
 

  
 
 
God proves that he is in control.   

 In the following scripture, God himself declares how preposterous this prophecy is.  

700 years before Jesus Christ and 2700 years before the actual event, God declares 
through the prophet Isaiah: 
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In Abraham, not only the plan for the Jews is revealed, but the plan for the whole 
world including Christians! 

 

 This will become extremely important when we get to Prophecy.  God has made 
a contract with both the Jews through the Abrahamic Covenant and the Gentiles. 

 

 Each one is a blood covenant – God will fulfill them COMPLETELY!  

In closing, Let’s consider one of the great questions: 

 
If you are seeker -  the question is how to get to a point of belief? 
 
If you are a believer – the question is how do you deal with doubts? 
 
Abraham is called the Father of Faith – yet if we study his life: 
 

1. It clearly wasn’t that he Never doubted 
2. Or that he Always did the right thing 
3. Or that his motives were always pure 
4. He rarely had all of the answers since he was fairly oblivious to the grand plan. 
 

 
Abraham simply never gave up his will to follow God – regardless of the 

circumstances! 
 
Is it OK to doubt that God exists … sure, but then the next step is to ask God to 
help us with our unbelief.   
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In fact, if you are a believer and doubting, that is one sure sign that you are a 
believer, since only Satan has an interest in creating doubt – to negate your effect on 
your sphere of influence. 
  
Faith is a decision of the will to CHOOSE to believe.  Faith is active and is a choice 
that once made, God gives us the power to continue through his Holy Spirit.  
 
 You make this choice NOT HAVING ALL THE INFORMATION IN A NICE NEAT 
PACKAGE.  If we had it in a nice neat package we would not have faith we would have 
KNOWLEDGE.   
 

Let me illustrate: 
 
I pull my hand out of my pocket and show you my clenched 
fist.  I ask you, “What do I have in my fist”?  You say “ a 
coin”.   
 

NOW THAT IS AN OPINION! 
 
I then say “ I have a quarter in my fist, do you believe 
that”?  You reply “Yes”. 
 

NOW THAT IS FAITH – 
 

YOU ARE BELIEVING IN WHAT YOU HAVE NOT SEEN, YET YOU ARE ACTING ON ALL THE 
INFORMATION AT HAND. 
 
Now watch as I destroy your faith!  I show you the quarter and now you do not need to 
exercise faith anymore.  
 

It is no longer faith – it is knowledge. 
 
 Hebrews says that faith  in the evidence of things not seen. 
 
Don’t get them mixed up.  In your quest for truth, faith is more important than 
knowledge.  One you have made the decision to act in faith God will show you more 
knowledge than you will have thought possible!   
 
Make sure the object of your faith is worthy of the trust.   
 
There is a vast difference between thin ice and thick ice.   
 
You can have very little faith in thick ice and walk out on it and it will support 
you.  On the other hand you can have enormous faith in thin ice and you can 
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drown.  The amount of your faith may be very small but what matters is that 
that faith must be invested in something solid. 
 

 
 


